
Title: When There Is No Repentance 

Passage: Mark 6:14-29 

 Passage shows the collapse and conscience of a king. 

Context of Passage: 
Mark 6:12 

So they went out and proclaimed that people should repent. 

 disciples were going out to preach repentance 

 When going out, people will react differently.   

o Story of a king hearing a message calling him to repent. 

PASSAGE:   
Mark 6:14-29 

King Herod heard of it, for Jesus' name had become known. Some said, “John the Baptist has been raised from 

the dead. That is why these miraculous powers are at work in him.” But others said, “He is Elijah.” And others 

said, “He is a prophet, like one of the prophets of old.” But when Herod heard of it, he said, “John, whom I 

beheaded, has been raised.” For it was Herod who had sent and seized John and bound him in prison for the 

sake of Herodias, his brother Philip's wife, because he had married her. For John had been saying to Herod, “It 

is not lawful for you to have your brother's wife.” And Herodias had a grudge against him and wanted to put 

him to death. But she could not, for Herod feared John, knowing that he was a righteous and holy man, and he 

kept him safe. When he heard him, he was greatly perplexed, and yet he heard him gladly. 

But an opportunity came when Herod on his birthday gave a banquet for his nobles and military commanders 

and the leading men of Galilee. For when Herodias's daughter came in and danced, she pleased Herod and his 

guests. And the king said to the girl, “Ask me for whatever you wish, and I will give it to you.” And he vowed 

to her, “Whatever you ask me, I will give you, up to half of my kingdom.” And she went out and said to her 

mother, “For what should I ask?” And she said, “The head of John the Baptist.” And she came in immediately 

with haste to the king and asked, saying, “I want you to give me at once the head of John the Baptist on a 

platter.” And the king was exceedingly sorry, but because of his oaths and his guests he did not want to break 

his word to her. And immediately the king sent an executioner with orders to bring John's head. He went and 

beheaded him in the prison and brought his head on a platter and gave it to the girl, and the girl gave it to her 

mother. When his disciples heard of it, they came and took his body and laid it in a tomb. 

 

EXPOSITION 

Who: John the Baptist 

 son of Zechariah and Elizabeth after miraculous birth as they were older and angel spoke of him. 

Mark 1:4-5 (John, a forerunner to Jesus) 

John appeared, baptizing in the wilderness and proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins. 

And all the country of Judea and all Jerusalem were going out to him and were being baptized by him in the 

river Jordan, confessing their sins. 

Luke 3:3 (John’s message) 

And he went into all the region around the Jordan, proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of 

sins. 

You brood of vipers,  

 call to repentance 

 People were not showing external signs or behavior of repentance 

Luke 3:7-13 



He said therefore to the crowds that came out to be baptized by him, “You brood of vipers! Who warned you to 

flee from the wrath to come? Bear fruits in keeping with repentance. And do not begin to say to yourselves, We 

have Abraham as our father.’ For I tell you, God is able from these stones to raise up children for Abraham. 

Even now the axe is laid to the root of the trees. Every tree therefore that does not bear good fruit is cut down 

and thrown into the fire.” 

And the crowds asked him, “What then shall we do?” And he answered them, “Whoever has two tunics is to 

share with him who has none, and whoever has food is to do likewise.” Tax collectors also came to be baptized 

and said to him, “Teacher, what shall we do?” And he said to them, “Collect no more than you are authorized to 

do.” 

 John the Baptist not only challenged the general people but also challenged leaders directly (here, Herod 

Antipas) 

Who: Herod Antipas 

 son of Herod the Great (who gave commandment to kill all the babies in Bethlehem after Magi arrived) 

 After death, kingdom was divided among his sons. 

 Roman Empire then assumed control after his sons were inept and were ruled by governors (Pontus 

Pilate) 

Who: Herodias 

 related to Herod Antipas (a niece, family of half-brother) 

 Married to Herod Antipas 

John’s Message to Herod 
Mark 6:18 

For John had been saying to Herod, “It is not lawful for you to have your brother's wife.” 

 

God’s Law 

Leviticus 18:16 

You shall not uncover the nakedness of your brother's wife; it is your brother's nakedness. 

Leviticus 20:21 

If a man takes his brother's wife, it is impurity. He has uncovered his brother's nakedness; they shall be 

childless. 

 Likewise, we cannot ignore blatant sin. 

John’s Preaching 

Mark 6:19-20 

And Herodias had a grudge against him and wanted to put him to death. But she could not, for Herod feared 

John, knowing that he was a righteous and holy man, and he kept him safe. When he heard him, he was greatly 

perplexed, and yet he heard him gladly. 

 Herod Antipas was hearing the message 

OVERVIEW:  
Ways People Respond to the Message 

I. King Herod Having a Troubled Conscience 

II. King Herod Stifles His Conscience 

III. After John’s Dies, King Herod Could Have Still Responded to Previously Heard Teaching 

IV. King Herod’s Death of Conscience 



Application 

 

I. King Herod Having a Troubled Conscience 
Mark 6:20 

for Herod feared John, knowing that he was a righteous and holy man, and he kept him safe. When he heard 

him, he was greatly perplexed, and yet he heard him gladly. 

 

Herod had arrested John yet continued to hear John. 

 Why?  Herod’s conscience wasn’t entirely calloused to God’s Law. 

Romans 2:12-16 

For all who have sinned without the law will also perish without the law, and all who have sinned under the law 

will be judged by the law. For it is not the hearers of the law who are righteous before God, but the doers of the 

law who will be justified. For when Gentiles, who do not have the law, by nature do what the law requires, they 

are a law to themselves, even though they do not have the law. They show that the work of the law is written on 

their hearts, while their conscience also bears witness, and their conflicting thoughts accuse or even excuse 

them on that day when, according to my gospel, God judges the secrets of men by Christ Jesus. 

 

What: Conscience 

 Definition: An internal referee that blows out our spiritual whistle when we trespass God’s law 

o Something within tells us what is wrong. 

 There is a problem.  The conscience is fluid and adjusts over time.  We (through our flesh) always adjust 

it downward.  Our ethics aligns us how we want to live rather than how God wants us to live.(R.C. 

Sproul) 

Here, Herod knew what John was saying was right.  But he did not take the next step.  Why?  His flesh enjoyed 

the sin. 

 When we feel guilty from our conscience, we start doing “good” things to counter the bad feelings. 

 Key: The only way to find true peace is repentance (admitting wrong and turning to God) 

II. King Herod Stifles His Conscience.  
Mark 6:21-23 

But an opportunity came when Herod on his birthday gave a banquet for his nobles and military commanders 

and the leading men of Galilee. For when Herodias's daughter came in and danced, she pleased Herod and his 

guests. And the king said to the girl, “Ask me for whatever you wish, and I will give it to you.” And he vowed 

to her, “Whatever you ask me, I will give you, up to half of my kingdom.” 

 

Situation 

 Herodias sent out her daughter like a prostitute 

 Herod threw a party filled with debauchery 

Mark 6:24 

And she went out and said to her mother, “For what should I ask?” And she said, “The head of John the 

Baptist.” 

 Herodias unrepentant heart led to a seared conscience.  Ultimately led to horrible ideas.  

 Sin always makes you do terrible things 



Mark 6:26-27 

And the king was exceedingly sorry, but because of his oaths and his guests he did not want to break his word 

to her. And immediately the king sent an executioner with orders to bring John's head. He went and beheaded 

him in the prison 

 Pivotal point of decision: fleshly sin or God’s way 

 Here, Herod Antipas initially felt sorrow (“exceedingly sorry”) yet ultimately chose the wrong way  

III. After John’s Dies, King Herod Could Have Still Responded to Previously Heard Teaching 
Mark 6:29 

When his disciples heard of it, they came and took his body and laid it in a tomb. 

 

Mark 6:20 

for Herod feared John, knowing that he was a righteous and holy man, and he kept him safe. When he heard 

him, he was greatly perplexed, and yet he heard him gladly. 

 Today, God wants to give you peace that passes all understanding. 

 But it comes only through repentance. 

o Not by appeasing your conscience by doing good things instead. 

IV. Herod’s Death of Conscience 
Luke 23:6-12 

When Pilate heard this, he asked whether the man was a Galilean. And when he learned that he belonged to 

Herod's jurisdiction, he sent him over to Herod, who was himself in Jerusalem at that time. When Herod saw 

Jesus, he was very glad, for he had long desired to see him, because he had heard about him, and he was hoping 

to see some sign done by him. So he questioned him at some length, but he made no answer. The chief priests 

and the scribes stood by, vehemently accusing him. And Herod with his soldiers treated him with contempt and 

mocked him. Then, arraying him in splendid clothing, he sent him back to Pilate. And Herod and Pilate became 

friends with each other that very day, for before this they had been at enmity with each other. 

 Herod never responded and his heart harder to the point of treating the Lord Jesus Christ with contempt 

and mockery 

APPLICATION 

If not a follower of Jesus and have a guilty conscience: 

 Guilt: it is a verdict (not an emotion).   

 In God’s eyes, you are guilty - period.  Punishment awaits for you.  Not only what you feel guilty but 

many other things you are not aware 

 But God provides forgiveness and salvation through Jesus Christ. 

Romans 2:4 

Or do you presume on the riches of his kindness and forbearance and patience, not knowing that God's kindness 

is meant to lead you to repentance? 

 

 You may have heard the Gospel but not wanting to let go of your sin yet.   

 Not acting on your guilt. 

o Narrowmindness.  Why hold on to this world when lose eternity? 

Matthew 19:27-30 



Then Peter said in reply, “See, we have left everything and followed you. What then will we have?” Jesus said 

to them, “Truly, I say to you, in the new world, when the Son of Man will sit on his glorious throne, you who 

have followed me will also sit on twelve thrones, judging the twelve tribes of Israel. And everyone who has left 

houses or brothers or sisters or father or mother or children or lands, for my name's sake, will receive a 

hundredfold and will inherit eternal life. But many who are first will be last, and the last first. 

 

Isaiah 5:20 

Woe to those who call evil good and good evil, who put darkness for light and light for darkness, who put bitter 

for sweet and sweet for bitter! 

 continual rejection of conscience leads to moral confusion. 

 

If a believer of Jesus, neglecting your conscience will lead to de-sensitization of God. 

 Leaning into sin will lead to less and less frequency to read God’s Word, spend time with other 

believers, etc.. 

 Bitterness can grow. 

Romans 2:5 

But because of your hard and impenitent heart you are storing up wrath for yourself on the day of wrath when 

God's righteous judgment will be revealed. 

 

If a believer of Jesus, heed the warning of sin. 

 sin never results in good things.  It always leads to destruction. 

 Do not stifle your conscience.  Turn to God. 

Luke 13:3 

No, I tell you; but unless you repent, you will all likewise perish. 

 

The Gospel is an offense 

 Causes you to think about things you wouldn’t think otherwise 

 You are not free to live however you want. 

 You are wrong; God is right 

 In the cross, you find your unworthiness (sin) AND your worthiness (God so loved you He sent Jesus) 

Acts 3:19-20 

Repent therefore, and turn back, that your sins may be blotted out, that times of refreshing may come from the 

presence of the Lord, and that he may send the Christ appointed for you, Jesus, 

 

1 John 1:9 

If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 


